2008 PFHA Amateur Owner of the Year Nominees

K.K. DuBois

Haley Bjorklun – I would like to nominate K.K. DuBois for the 2008 Amateur Owner of the Year Award. I have now known K.K. for more than six years, between working with her on youth activities and competing with her in the show arena. I still remember the first time I met her; I was a new Paso Fino owner at my first show. She knew right away that I was new to the breed and went out of her way to greet me with a big smile and make me feel very welcome. Since then I have always looked up to her as a friend and an inspiration.

K.K. told me that she came to the Paso Fino breed after a horrific car accident in 1987. Being raised on Quarter Horses, she was devastated to be told that she would never be able to ride horses again due to the injury in her neck. After surviving in a neck brace for over a year, she was taken to a horse show by a friend and saw the Paso Fino “gliding by” for the very first time. She immediately began to research the breed and bought her first one three months later. And the rest, as they say, is history.

Over the last 18 years, she has raised over 60 Paso Finos and owned three fabulous stallions. With her chestnut stallion, Capataz de Dulce, she rode to many victories in the pleasure division. After an unfortunate fall on wet concrete at a show, K.K. lost Capataz shortly after his surgery to try and repair his dislocated hip. She still cries about it, but luckily she found two wonderful black stallions to help fill the hole in her heart. She has been riding to many Regional and National victories on her Fino stallion, Pretencioso de La Virginia, and her Pleasure stallion, Chaquiro de Besilu. Just recently, she and her Pleasure stallion won two World Champion Titles at the 2007 Mundial in Florida.

K.K. loves to show and travel all over the U.S. and participate in every show possible. She said that in 18 years, she has only missed two National shows. One was during the crisis of September 11, 2001 — her horses were there but her flight was cancelled, and the other was in 2007 when she went to Mundial. With the support of the California Region, she also organized and sponsored the Carousel Charity Horse Show in Scottsdale, Arizona, for the first seven years that the Paso Fino participated in the all-breed show. She actively promotes the breed with demonstrations, videos and first-time rides. She always says she loves to see people’s faces the first time they experience the amazing ride of a Paso Fino.

Anyone who has had the honor to meet K.K. knows she is so passionate about the breed and can see her love for the horses. This is why I nominate K.K. DuBois without reservation for Amateur Owner of the Year.

Hector Lans

Lori Ford –  I would like to nominate Hector Lans for A/O of the year. Hector grew up around horses in Havana, Cuba. His father encouraged him in his equestrian pursuit and it led to a lifelong passion. 

I met Hector in the ring at the 2006 Spectrum. We competed our Fino mares
in the same class. I won the class and he won the Championship (with me coming in second). He was both a gracious winner and loser at this time and we become fast friends and associates. Since then, I have watched him win many times on several of his horses, achieving excellence in the show ring. Among many other impressive wins, he and his horse El Zorro are currently the 2007 Spectrum A/O Fino Stallions Champion, 2007 A/O Reserve National Champion Fino Stallion, and the pair also won the prestigious World Cup title for the A/O Four-yearold Fino Colts division as well. They had an outstanding year in 2007, to say the least. 

As an ambassador of the breed myself, I am often looking for farms to host a Paso Fino tour to newcomers to the breed. Hector has offered his farm and services to me on numerous occasions and always invites those interested out to his farm for a test ride. I can always count on him to loan me a horse for the opportunity to introduce someone to our wonderful breed. Hector was also recognized as the Pasion “Equestrian of the Year” recently for all his efforts and accomplishments in the Paso Fino Breed. 

Hector is a devoted family man and includes his wife and children in his farm activities. He only wishes his beloved father could still be here to share the joy with him. He describes the horse’s back as “the throne that God gave to Man to make him feel like a king,” and nothing
could be closer to the truth, if you ask me. Please consider this wonderful asset to our breed for the 2008 A/O of the Year award.


Jesse Perez

JoAnn Helm, DVM – I am nominating Jesse Perez for Amateur Owner of the Year. He has competed at the regional and national levels of PFHA shows including Southern regional shows and Spectrum. At the Mundial, he received second place while riding Milagro de La Loma. He has been a 4-H horse club leader for four years and has worked with youth on equitation and horsemanship. , He has helped these youths compete at 4-H shows, open shows and Paso Fino fun shows. One of his goals is to educate the public on the versatility of our breed. The club also rides in parades and does trail rides as well. He has volunteered his time to give riding lessons to youth and adults. He has always treated other show participants with respect and honesty and never has disputed the judge’s decisions. 

Besides having a full-time job, Jesse personally takes care of and exercises his 11 horses at his farm, and he does so exceptionally well with high regard for their care. He has taken lessons from Carlos Tobon and Diego Bravo and he attends every Paso Fino clinic he can within his busy schedule. He strives for excellent equitation and always participates in Equitation classes at fun shows, doing very well.

Above and beyond these horse-related things, he is one of the most gracious people I have ever met. That is saying a lot since I have come across many people in 20 years of working as a veterinarian. Jesse is very generous as he will be the first to offer his help and his time, never expecting or asking anything in return. He continually thinks of other people and their needs.

I believe Jesse has more than met all the criteria for the honor of being awarded Amateur Owner of the Year.

Patti Putnam – While residing in Florida, I was a neighbor to the Perezes and found them to be an exemplary family — always ready to be of assistance when needed and giving of themselves, yet never asking for financial reimbursement. At the time that I was his neighbor, Jesse Perez was the president of our home owner’s association and performed his association duties with the same dedication that he does those of husband and father.

Jesse has always been a hands-on father and as such, quickly became involved with the Paso Fino breed when his wife, Toni, and daughter, Lily, fell in love with the breed. It was not long before the “one Paso Fino horse” concept led to several Paso Finos in the barn. The entire Perez family is committed to each other and to their horses. This includes the planning and building of their barns, fences, round pen, turnout areas and the overall layout of their land. They all take care of the animals. Jesse takes leadership of the equines and Toni heads up the goats.

Jesse and Toni have always been involved in the extracurricular activities of their daughter. They have traveled many miles to be a part of her equine events. They made sure that she was taught properly. At an early age, Lily learned how to care for her animals and she performs daily barn chores. As loving parents, they have always shared their home and animals with other youngsters and adult horse enthusiasts.

Jesse was an equine quick-study student and it wasn’t long before he had mastered equitation skills. He and Lily show their horses. He, and his wife have invested a lot of themselves, their time and money into advancing the Paso Fino breed.

It is my honor to nominate Jesse Perez for the 2008 Amateur Owner of the Year award. We are fortunate to have such a mature Christian family actively involved in the Paso Fino breed. Jesse, as father, does not take his duties lightly, has quietly persevered and sets a great example for all of us. The Paso Fino Horse Association is lucky to have him and his family as active members representing our breed.

Cindy Shaw – I have had the pleasure of knowing Jesse Perez for three years. During this time, I have shared lessons, clinics, show time and recreational time with Jesse. I have found him to be a man generous with his time, his energy and most importantly, his love of the Paso Fino horse.

Jesse is fortunate in that he is able to work from his home office, never leaving the farm for long. At the farm, he tends to his Paso Fino horses, the farm facility, helps with the goats his wife and daughter raise, and completes his family structure.

Jesse has competed in Paso Fino horse shows for three years, from the local PFHA pointed shows and fun shows to the Spectrum and National shows. Most recently he participated at the Mundial, where he was awarded second place on his gelding, Milagro de Loma.

Ruben “Tony” Rodriguez

Myles Cypen – In the show ring, Tony competes in the Amateur Owner Classic Fino Stallions division on Re-Encuentro. His accomplishments in the show ring include January 2006 Miami Winter Carnival: First Place; March 2006 Miami International Paso Fino Horse Show: First Place; September 2006 Grand National Championship Show: First Place; and November 2007 CONFEPASO Mundial VIII: First Place.

Tony’s contributions to the breed include the following:

Shows: 2004-08:  Sponsor of Florida PFHA shows in Miami and Spectrum International and organizer of flag parades, exhibitions and special events at these shows.

Promotions: Articles published in Paso Fino Report International and Southwest Rancher, the official newsletter of the Town of Southwest Ranches, Florida. Interviews about Paso Finos featured on television on galopandotv.com; Mega TV and Univision’s Primier Impacto. Exhibitor in pasopedigreeTV.com Paso Fino Fiesta stallion exhibition (March 2007.)

Association: 2007-present: Chairman, Florida PFHA Public Relations Committee.

Sportsmanship: Tony is respected and admired for graciousness in competition and enthusiasm and support for the breed by all segments of the Paso Fino horse world: Owners, breeders, trainers, montadors, exhibitors (amateurs and professionals), junior and sub-junior youth, spectators, trail riders and sponsors.

Horsemanship: Developed excellence in equitation and training skills at Escudero Paso Fino Riding School USA (Miami, Florida); Finca La Clara of Florida (Southwest Ranches, Florida); and Hacienda Careaga (Southwest Ranches, Florida). 

Tony is co-owner and manager of San Antonio Farms of Southwest Ranches, Florida, in charge of all aspects of care and handling of Paso Finos, including as trainer; montador; exhibitor; breeder; stable manager and groom. He was born in Managua, Nicaragua, has been a U.S. resident since 1979 and is a licensed Florida Real Estate Salesperson.

